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“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:18 – 20  

 

 

MARY MCLEOD BETHUNE’S 

 

I LEAVE YOU LOVE.  Love guilds.  It is positive and helpful.  It is more beneficial than 

hate.  Injuries quickly forgotten quickly pass away.  Personally and racially, our enemies 

must be forgiven.  Our aim must be to create a world of fellowship and justice where no 

man’s skin, color or religion, is held against him.  “Love thy neighbor” is a precept which 

could transform the world if it were universally practiced.  It connotes brotherhood and, 

to me, brotherhood of man is the noblest concept in all human relations.  Loving your 

neighbor means being interracial, inter religious and international. 

 

I LEAVE YOU HOPE.  The Negro’s growth will be great in the years to come.  Yesterday, 

our ancestors endured the degradation of slavery, yet they retained their dignity.  Today, 

we direct our economic and political strength toward winning a more abundant and secure 

life.  Tomorrow, a new Negro, unhindered by race taboos and shackles, will benefit from 

more than 330 years of ceaseless striving and struggle.  Theirs will be a better world.  This 

I believe with all my heart. 
 

I LEAVE YOU THE CHALLENGE OF DEVELOPING CONFIDENCE IN ONE 

ANOTHER.  As long as Negroes are hemmed into racial blocs by prejudice and pressure, 

it will be necessary for them to band together for economic betterment.  Negro banks, 

insurance companies and other businesses are examples of successful, racial economic 

enterprises.  These institutions were made possible by vision and mutual aid.  Confidence 

was vital in getting them started and keeping them going.  Negroes have got to demonstrate 

still more confidence in each other in business.  This kind of confidence will aid the 

economic rise of the race by bringing together the pennies and dollars of our people and 

ploughing them into useful channels.  Economic separatism cannot be tolerated in this 

enlightened age, and it is not practicable.  We must spread out as far and as fast as we can, 

but we must also help each other as we go.  AMEN. 

 

        ~ Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune 
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